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also the export of live sheep and raw wool. And, to enable the
law to be more easily enforced, raw wool was forbidden to be
transported within the country in boxes or cases, but must be
packed in leather or pack-cloth and marked on the outside with
the words 'wool8 or cyarn3 in three-inch letters. There was a
penalty for moving wool within five miles of the coast at night
and a further penalty was laid upon the inhabitants of the
district which permitted it to be moved. The trade in fuller's
earth, woollen yarn, and worsted was placed under similar
restrictions. Even undyed cloths were subject to an export duty.
Upon the same principles the export of raw hides and tanned
leather, of watch and clock cases, dial plates, gun metal, and
bell metal, and of any instruments, machines, or utensils made
use of in the textile industries was prohibited; while dyestuflfs,
lead, tin, coal, skins of all kinds, and hair were subject to export
duties. Imports of practically all foreign manufactured articles
were either prohibited or were charged with a heavy duty.

The Navigation Laws

The system was completed by the Navigation Laws for the
encouragement of the shipping industry. The first Navigation
Act had been passed in 13813 giving a monopoly of the export
trade to English vessels. It broke down because there were not
sufficient vessels to cope with the trade, but was re-enacted in
various forms later. The most important law of this kind,
however, was that passed by Cromwell in 1651, which was
aimed directly at the Dutch carrying trade, and which imme-
diately caused a war between England and Holland. It pro-
vided that no goods whatever of the produce of Asia, Africa,
or America should be imported into England or the colonies
except in English ships with predominantly English crews.
Goods produced in Europe were to be imported only in either
English vessels or the vessels of the country from which they
came. The Act was modified by a statute of Charles II, which
applied the second part, relating to European trade, only to
a number of scheduled commodities, but the schedule con-
tained most of the important articles of commerce.